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4 Pelicreat Northern engine 3351, 2-8-2, and Western Pacific 204, 
;a2-6-6-2, at Bieber, California, November 10, 1931, with the 
additg residents of the two roads, Ralph Budd and Harry M. Adams, 
ining§ Standing on their pilots’ clasping hands across the Gold Spike. 
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Commemorating the 25th Anniversary 
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Inside Gateway 


The Twenty Fifth Anniversary of the "Gold Spike" on the 
INSIDE GATEWAY driven at Bieber, California, on November 10, 


1931 is observed in this issue in connection with the Rail. 
fan Excursion over the line. 





The morning of November 10, 1931 found special trains 
headed for Bieber from San Francisco, Seattle, Spokane and 
Salt Lake City. Six trainloads of guests filled the grand- 
stand that afternoon as the track gang carried the last rail 
into place . Arthur Curtiss James removed his coat and 
with the silver spike maul drove the gold spike home. 

Two massive locomotives, Western Pacific 204, a 2-6-6-2, 


and Great Northern 3351, a 2-8-2, drew slowly together until 
Harry M. Addams and Ralph Budd, respective presidents of the 


two roads, standing on their pilots could clasp hands---The 
Inside Gateway was open! 
The engines were speedily backed away for traffic was 


waiting to use the new railroad and freight in large quantit- 


ies has travelled over the new route. 


We wish to thank Railroad Magazine for permission to re- 
print "Hill against Harriman" from the January, 1935, issue 
of Railroad Stories--copyright, 1934 by The Frank A, Munsey 
Company, now Popular Publications, Inc, 

The material by Richard L. Neuberger is from The Sunday 
Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, of December 30, 1951, and was 
originally titled "Oregon's Back Door Railroad". 

Thanks also to the public relations departments of the 
Western Pacific Railroad and Great Northern Railroad for 
the pictures and other material for this issue. 
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Hill Against Harriman 


By CHARLES FREDERICK CARTER 














When Jim Hill Fought Harriman Back in 1910 
He Not Only Wanted to Get from the Columbia 
River to Bend., Ore.; He Wanted to Extend 
His Line to California. He Did Not Live to See 
It, for the Great Northern Was Not Completed 
to Bieber, Ccllf., Where It Connects with the 
Western Pacific, until 1931 
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ITH wild yells and ex- 

clamations in Greek and 

Italian, a hundred labor- 

ers scattered like a covey 

of quail surprised by a 
coyote as a broadside of rocks crashed 
down on and around a work train on 
the Oregon Trunk Line, in Des Chutes 
Canyon, Oregon. Masses of loose ma- 
terial came slithering down precipitous 
slopes at the base of the cliff, threaten- 
ing to bury the workers. 

It was a summer day in 1910. Fire- 
man Frankie Meldrum, slumbering 
serenely on his seat box with cap over 
his eyes, was disturbed by the uproar. 
Without troubling himself to look 
around, indicating either that such in- 
cidents were no novelty, or else that 
he had no nerves, Frankie exclaimed: 

“Compliments of Eddie Harriman, 
dad-blame his ornery hide, to Jimmy 
Hill, and be gol-derned to both of ’em.” 
With that the fireman’s remarks trailed 
off into very, very strong language 
which unfortunately cannot be repeated 
here, 

Engineer Bill Hazen stuck his head 
out of the cab window. By a supreme 
effort he twisted his neck around until 
he could see nearly up to the rim of 
the canyon, straight up above him. 

“If there’s any postscript to that 
little billy-doo we'll be out o’ luck, for 
we can’t back up nor go ahead,” said 
he. “A million tons of rock, or may 
be a few pounds less, have slid down 
on the track. We’ll jist have to stand 
here and take it, I guess.” 

“If Jim Hill had kept his mouth 
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shut ’stead of braggin’ in that Port- 
land speech about what he was goin’ to 
do to Central Oregon,” said the fire- 
man, “he could have had his darned 
railroad in to clear before Ed Harri- 
man woke up. Ed thought he had a 
mortgage on the State of Oregon, an’ 
he got the surprise of his life when 
Hill picked his pocket of that mort- 
gage.” 

That avalanche of rocks, fortunate- 
ly, caused no serious injuries to the 
work train gang. It was not an acci- 
dent, but the deliberate act of men 
employed on the Des Chutes Railroad, 
a company incorporated by the Harri- 
man interests to build a line in the 
canyon. 

The energetic Oregon Trunk Line 
forces, representing Hill interests, had 
previously arranged to build a railroad 
in the same place; and without inter- 
rupting construction, did .their honest 
best to return tit for tat or, perhaps, a 
little more. 

Each party was determined not 
merely to build its own line, but also 
to prevent the other from obtaining a 
foothold in the canyon, For three 
years the contest was waged, prelimi- 
naries being under cover, or at least 
so intended. 

When construction forces were 
placed in the field in August, 1909, 
each side tried to frighten men of the 
other side so they would not stay on 
the job. 

Various legal complications were 
also tried to halt construction. Money 
was used to buy otherwise worthless 
ranches and old charters, or any other 
thing that seemed to promise results. 

Rival ambitions, personified in two 
of the greatest railroad builders in his- 
tory, backed by ample millions, were 
making supreme efforts to get the best 
of each other. 


‘TH prize for which the contes 

was waged was the vast but yet 
undeveloped traffic from rich mineral 
deposits, lumber and agricultural prod- 
ucts of a region as large as the State 
of Illinois: Central Oregon, between 
the Blue Mountains on the east and 
the Cascade Range on the west. The 
only practicable route into this valley 
was the Canyon of Des Chutes River, 
which flows north to empty into the 
Columbia River. 

In its descent from a plateau 3,500 
to 4,500 feet above sea level to the 
Columbia River the river has carved 
a canyon more than a hundred miles 
long and from a thousand to two theu- 
sand feet deep with walls so nearly 
vertical and so close together that in 
places the river has to run on its edge 
to squeeze through. In only one place 
do its walls spread out wide enough 
for a town site in the hundred miles; 
and that town site has not been laid 
out. In two places only can the canyon 
be crossed by highways. Wheat raised 
on adjacent plateau farms is hauléd 
to the canyon rim and poured down 
pipes or chutes into cars below. 

It was into this gash in the earth 
the rivals proposed to insert a railroad. 
The contest ended in the building of 
two railroads, one on each side of the 
canyon. But this is getting ahead of 
the story. 

First to appear on the scene was a 
stranger from the East who registered 
at country hotels as “ John F. Samp- 
son.” Apparently he was an ardent 
sportsman, for he showily fished for 
trout along the Des Chutes. He didn't 
seem to have very good luck; he spent 
a good deal of time riding around seek- 
ing better fishing places, stopping oc- 
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casionally to buy a ranch or an old and 
useless railroad charter; for several 
roads to tap Central Oregon had been 
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projected, though none had been built. 
Presently the mysterious stranger 
gave up all hope of finding trout in 
hat vicinity and went to Portland, 107 
miles down-river. There he slipped 
out to a city park one Saturday night, 
where he met by appointment Billy 
Nelson, a young promoter active in 
small railroad enterprises around Port- 
land and Seattle. When the two parted 
Nelson was fondling a check for $150,- 
900, while “Sampson” exulted in 
possession of the controlling block of 
stock in the Oregon Trunk Line Rail- 
road, which Nelson had incorporated, 
to be built through Des Chutes Canyon 
from the Columbia River near Celilo, 
to Bend, some 147 miles south. 

With that stock in his possession the 
stranger had no further use for the 
name of “ Sampson.” He announced 
himself as John F. Stevens, fresh from 
his task of building the Panama Canal, 
and now representing James J. Hill, 
preparing to resurrect the Oregon 
Trunk Line in fulfillment of his 
promise to develop Central Oregon. 
Hill chose for his captain in the field 
aman as big as his job. Ralph Budd, 
engineer on the Spokane, Portland & 
Seattle Railroad, a Great Northern 
subsidiary, afterward president of the 
parent road, and now president of the 
Burlington, was second in command. 

Evidently Stevens’ fishing excursion 
was more or less in vain; for by the 
time he had bought that controlling 
stock and had incorporated the-Oregon 
& California Construction Company to 
build the line the Harriman interests 
knew all about what was going on, had 
incorporated the Des Chutes Railroad 
and had filed maps for a line in the 
canyon. 








George W. Boschke, Chief Engineer 
of the O., R. & N., subsidiary of the 
Union Pacific, Harriman’s pet, was 
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also appointed Chief Engineer of the 
Des Chutes Railroad. One of Boschke’s 
earlier tasks was to build the famous 
sea wall to protect Galveston after that 
city had been destroyed by a hurricane. 
Harriman, like Hill, liked to put big 
men on big jobs. 


‘Ts rival construction forces got 
away to a fairly even start late in 
the summer of 1909. Engineers dan- 
gling from the ends of ropes far down 
the walls located the lines. Contrac- 
tors assembled forces which were 
dumped out at lonely stations along 
the nearest railroads to make their own 
way on foot twenty to forty miles 
through the wilderness to their ap- 
pointed places along the canyon rim, 
stopping at cook camps along the way 
for food and rest. 

One. of the first jobs was to build 
wagon roads over which to forward 
materials. One such road built by the 
Oregon Trunk Line crossed a public 
road. This gave the Des Chutes Rail- 
road folk an excuse to obtain an in- 
junction forbidding the Trunk Line 
from “ blocking” the highway. Thus 
Johnson Porter, the contractor, was 
kept busy dodging deputy sheriffs for 
several days, but it didn’t delay his 
work a minute. 

Those alleged roads were so rough 
that it was not considered safe to haul 
dynamite over them. Transportation 
by pack mules seemed safer. Mules 
never make a misstep; that is, hardly 
ever. But one day a mule carrying a 
200-pound cargo of dynamite skated 
off a slippery rock and landed among 
some boulders not far from a gang of 
men. That mule has not been seen 
since. As soon as they could think 
collectedly, the gang of men decided 
to call ita day. The pack master rode 
back to camp and asked for his time. 
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he 


of the Great Northern. 


After that all dynamite pack trains 
were sent out led by sagacious old 
mares who didn’t have to be guided. 
In due time the Oregon Trunk Line 
had 3,000 men scattered for miles 
along the west side of the canyon, 
while the Des Chutes Railroad had 
3,800 distributed along the east side. 
Men, materials and supplies had to be 
lowered down into the depths by ropes 
to start. With great difficulty the Des 
Chutes people contrived to get several 
steam shovels to the canyon rim. There 
they were knocked down and the parts 
were lowered down chutes to the line. 
But it just wasn’t a steam shovel job, 
for the material was volcanic rock. Not 
a crumb of it could be moved until 
blasted loose, and then it was unman- 
ageable. As a gesture to impress the 


The Western Railroader @ 


(Left) Jim Hill Driving the ‘“ Last Spike"’ at Bend, Oregon, Oct. 5, 1911. 
Twenty Years before His Dream of Pushing through to California was Realized. 
Ralph Budd, Jim Hill's General in tae War with Harriman. Mr. Budd Was Later President 


It Was Exactly 
(Right) 


opposition with a display of superior 
skill, the steam shovels were a wash: 
out. 

The Trunk Line people made no at- 
tempt to use steam shovels or other 
machinery, not even steam or gasoline 
motors to furnish power for drills. All 
drilling was done by hand; and it takes 
some hand drilling to move nearly nine 
million cubic yards of rock. 

On the other hand, the Trunk Line 
concentrated as big a force as could 
find room to work at the entrance to 
the canyon, where a few miles of track 
were laid and a work train installed 
At that stage of the proceedings and 
in such a location a work train was 
about as useful as a fire extinguisher 
in Hades. The opposition had a swell 
time annoying Mr. Hill’s hired hands. 
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FEW nights after the inci- 

dent which interrupted Fireman 
frankie Meldrum’s nap, the Des 
Chutes Railroad’s largest camp was 
thrown into a panic by discovering a 
case of dynamite with fuse lighted near 
the sleeping quarters. A foreman had 
presence of mind enough to stamp out 
the burning fuse, but his entire gang 
started off in a hurry and kept right 
on going. When the story got out 
there was much difficulty in recruiting 
anew force, thus delaying work on 
that section. This, to say the least, was 
not altogether undesired by the Trunk 
Line. 

Next, engineers’ headquarters of the 
Trunk Line were burglarized. All field 
notes were stolen. That same night 
stakes for several miles were carried 
off, and other marks destroyed so that 
the work of locating the line had to be 
done over again, starting from scratch. 

Incendiary fires destroyed supplies 
on both sides of the canyon. Emery 
judiciously administered to bearings 
of those steam shovels on the Des 
Chutes job, and driving boxes and 
guides of the Trunk Line’s locomo- 
tive; mysterious break-downs of 
supply wagons—all caused delays. 

After following the west side of the 
river for 75 miles the Oregon Trunk 
Line came to a stretch which was sim- 
ply impassable. Accordingly, prepara- 
tions were made to cross to the east 
side, as provided in the original sur- 
veys made by Nelson. It would run 
here for the next twelve miles, and 
then return to the west side again. 

This brought the Trunk Line to the 
homestead of H. J. Smith. That gentle- 
man had applied to the land office for 
a patent to his homestead a short time 
before the Trunk Line had filed appli- 
cation with maps to build through the 
homestead and beyond. Smith, there- 
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fore, had prior rights. That was O. K. 
by the railroad people, for they ex- 


pected to pay for the right-of-way. 


Suddenly a clever agent for Harri- 
man appeared on the scene and induced 
Smith to commute his rights and sell 
out to the Des Chutes Railroad, and 
that corporation could hardly be ex- 
pected to welcome its rival onto its 
own land. Apparently Hill was check- 
mated. He might just as well pack up 
and go back to St. Paul, 

But any one who tried to get ahead 
of the late James J. Hill would have 
had to get up before he went to bed. 
The Oregon Trunk Line notified the 
Des Chutes Railroad people that the 
original surveys for the Oregon Trunk 
Line, which they now owned, provided 
for a road on the east side of the 
canyon for a distance of twelve miles, 
and would the Harriman crowd kindly 
keep off this section, as there wasn’t 
room for two railroads on the same 
spot. 

As that seemed to have no effect, 
the Trunk Line applied to the U. S. 
District Court in Portland for an in- 
junction to restrain the Harriman out- 
fit from entering upon that twelve-mile 
stretch. Harriman had been offered 
the Oregon Trunk Line some time be- 
fore Stevens took it in out of the wet, 
but had declined to buy, saying the in- 
corporation wasn’t regular and there- 
fore the original owners had nothing 
to sell. Now he cursed his luck as he 
conceded that perhaps the Oregon 
Trunk Line might have been a good 
buy, after all. Choosing to ignore the 
injunction, he instructed his engineers 
to go right ahead as if no such thing 
as Federal Courts existed, 


ges by that injunction, 
Stevens was also doing business 


as usual. His men crossed the river in 
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Over This Bridge Trains of the Oregon Trunk Ry. (Great Northern) and the Union Pacific 
Now Run in Harmony. it Crosses the Crooked River at Metclius, Ore., and Is Rated as the 
Highest Single Span Bridge in North America 


force and set to work at one end of the 
twelve miles while Harriman forces 
approached from the other end. It was 
like two frogs trying to swallow the 
same angleworm. 

Now that the river no longer sepa- 
rated the belligerents, real fights were 
frequent. It was a dull day that did 
not enliven the proceedings with a little 
riot. Things were looking pretty 
squally when a small landslide swept 
down on a gang of Oregon Trunk Line 
men, leaving several with broken limbs 
and a larger number with bruises. The 
Harriman forces may not have had 
anything to do with that landslide, but 
they were blamed for it just the same. 

Trunk Line men with nice, new rifles 
were sent up to patrol the rim above 
their own forces to see that it didn’t 
happen again. Thereupon the Harri- 
man outfit sent up an equal number of 
men, also toting rifles, to prevent those 
Trunk Line bullies from picking on 
its workmen. But no shot was fired. 

When an irresistible force meets an 
immovable body they compromise. At 
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least, that is what those rival railroad 
builders did. In a written agreement, 
duly signed and approved, the Oregon 
Trunk Line undertook to build that dis- 
puted twelve miles, to be jointly 
operated by the two companies. 

The twelve miles being duly built 
the rivals parted company and con- 
tinued each on its own survey to 
Madras, 107 miles from the Columbia 
River. Here both climbed out of the 
canyon and proceeded three miles 
farther to Metolius, where they ev- 
countered Crooked River, to cross 
which required a single span cantilever 
bridge 340 feet long and 320 feet above 
the river—the highest single span 
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bridge on the continent. This being a 
somewhat expensive job, the railroads 
compromised again, the Trunk Line to 
build the remaining 41 miles to Bend, 
the track to be operated jointly. On 
October 5, 1911, Hill himself drove 
the golden spike at Bend, thus marking 
officially completion of the two rail- 
roads and the end of the war. 

That is, the end for a quarter of a 
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century. Then the Great Northern, 
through its subsidiaries, the Spokane, 
Portland & Seattle and the Oregon 
Trunk Line, continued on its way to 
Klamath Falls in Eastern California, 
and thence to San Francisco over the 
rails of the Western Pacific. 

That was the ultimate destination 
Hill was thinking of when he made 
such a determined effort to shut Harri- 
man out of Des Chutes Canyon. That 
also would explain why he built for 


keeps, laying 90-pound rails while the 
Harriman people were content with 
75-pound; and why he insisted on 
much heavier construction throughout, 
boring more tunnels and keeping to a 
straighter alignment. In the first 52 
miles from the Columbia, Harriman’s 
Des Chutes Railroad had a total curva- 
ture of 9,589 degrees. If those curves 
had all been in the same direction and 
laid end to end they would have made 
more than 26 complete circles. 
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EQUIPMENT—Nos. 2-102 and 103-1, Standard Sleeping Car, leave Portland 

un., Tue. and Thur. for Bend, leave Bend Mon., Wed. and Fri. for Portland. 
Coaches and smoking cars daily, Portland-Wishram and Wishram-Bend. 
f—Flag stop for revenue passengers. 

Note—The line of the Great Northern between Klamath Falls, Ore., and Bieber, 
Cal., and the connecting line of the Western Pacific Bieber to Keddie, Cal., where it 
joins its main line into San Francisco, is used only for the handling of freight, except 
that mixed train service is operated on irregular schedule between Bend, Ore., and 
Bieber for the accommodation of local business. Persons intending to use this serv- 
ice should ascertain from the local Agent the time the train in either direction will 
depart from a station as the schedule is apt to vary each day. No through passenger 
train service is operated over this line. 
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Little Known Line Along Oregon's Backbone 


Plays Vital Part in Movement of Freight 


BY RICHARD L. NEUBERGER 


speci2zi Wrnter, The Oregonian 


As a result of the prolonged war- 
fare between the Jim Hill and E. H. 
Harriman interests in the chasm of 
the Deschutes, ownership of the line 
to Bend today follows a checkered 
pattern. 

For 86 miles from the union of the 
Columbia and Deschutes rivers the 
route belongs to the SP&S. At South 
Junction, and continuing to Metolius, 
a stretch of 25 miles is the property 
of the Union Pacific. The remaining 
40 miles to Bend revert to SP&S 
ownership. Union Pacific freight 
trains still operate into Bend. 

However, on the line southward 
from Bend to California, the owner- 
ship and operation are exclusively 
Great Northern. 

Between Bend and Bieber, Cal., en- 
gines of the Great Northern take 
over at the head end of the long 
freights. At Bieber, on the sagebrush 
uplands of the Modoc and Warner 
mountains, the gaudy orange and sil- 
ver diesels of the Western Pacific are 


coupled onto the trains, Cccasionally 
a four-unit diesel of the S. P. & S. 
wil clatter all the way to Bieber. 

This is the mileage on the rear 
portal to California’s major metro- 
politan areas: 


Wishram to Bend — 152 
miles; Bend to Klamath Falls 
—145; Klamath Falls to Bie- 
ber—89; Bieber to Keddie— 
112. 


Out of the total of 498 miles, it 
may readily be seen that most of the 
distance is within the boundaries of 
Oregon. Before a train is less than a 
mile out of Wishram, it spans the Co- 
lumbia river southbound on a steel 
truss bridge of many spans. Once 
across the river, the train is on the 
sod and lava rock of Oregon. 
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This bridge, completed in 1912, is 
a key link in the line. It is anchored 
with stone piers to the massive 
boulders which split the Columbia 
into many channels downstream from 
Celilo. 
eee 


The line was constructed in differ- 
ent sequences, for the bearded James 
J. Hill hammered home in 1911 the 
golden spike which put tracks con- 
trolled by the Great Northern into 
Bend. 

Yet not until 1931, a fifth of a cen- 
tury later, did another whiskered 
railroad magnate, Arthur Curtiss 
James of the Western Pacific, per- 
form the symbolic chores with a 
sledge hammer that united his rail- 
road with the Great Northern at 
windswept Bieber. 

Some of the most rewarding scen- 
ery today may be glimpsed where 
the line clings like a lariat to the 
crags which frown down on the rush- 
ing Deschutes river. It is through the 
canyon of the Deschutes that the 
route gains entrance into central Ore- 
gon. 

This always was the natural portal 
to Bend, for Jim Hill’s great rival, E. 
H. Harriman of the Union Pacific, 
once had crews in the fjeld seeking a 
right of way along tne Deschutes. 

In Oregon, in the early part oi this 
century, construction men of the 
competing systems assaulted each 
oiher with crowbars and rocks as 
missiles. Occasionally they even re- 
turned fire with rifles. 

As a train rumbles over the Ore- 
gon Trunk now, the abandoned Har- 
riman ledge may be seen across the 
Deschutes. Ties are scattered over the 
ground. Trestles crumble in disre- 
pair at gullies and ravines. An iso- 
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laied rancher sometimes uses the ob- 
soleie right-of-way as a road. 

Between the Oregon communities 
of Chemult and Klamath Falls, the 
Great Northern operates over the 
tracks of the Shasta route of the 
Southern Pacific. An agreement 
granting such running rights was 
signed in 1928. 

If this seems strange to the lay- 
man, it should be pointed out that 
the Interstate Commerce Commission 
discourages the construction of dual 
rail lines into identical territory. The 
commission fears that duplicating ex- 
penditures not only will add to the 
rates imposed on shippers but also 
that they are a threat to sound rail- 
road financing. 

South of Klamath Falls, the Great 
Northern is on its own trackage 
again. In this area the line weaves 
through the lava beds where the fab- 
ulous Captain Jack maintained his 
stronghold during the Modoc Indian 
wars. 

The roundhouses at Bieber service 
the Jocomotives which handle the ex- 
change of trains ketween the West- 
em Pacific and Great Northern. 

At Keddie the main line of the 
Western Pacific is reached. Freight 
then is wheeled down the chasm of 
the Feather river to Stockton, where 
Western Pacific rails fuse with those 
of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe. 
The Santa Fe is the gateway of the 
“back door” route into Los Angeles 
and the Imperial valley. 

The entire line is what transporta- 
tion authorities call a “bridge” route. 


In other words, it serves as a bridge 
between two distant terminal regions 
-—-California and the Pacific North- 
west. It does not have the kind of 
midway traffic which bolsters the 
Scuthern Pacific at such points as 
Salem, Eugene, Gerber and Redding. 

C. E. Finley, Grea, Northern vice 
president in charge of traffic, ex- 
plains that the amalgamated line 
southbound hauls newsprint, frozen 
fruits and vegetables, all kinds of 
lumber and mining ore. 
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In the opposite direction it carries 
much of the lettuce, citrus fruits and 
tomato soup used in the Twin Cities 
und the Dakotas. 

At Wishram, part of this cargo is 
diverted westward to Portland and 
Seattle and the two Vancouvers. The 
rest goes east. 

During World War II the Southern 
Pacific could not handle the tre- 
mendous quantities of tonnage 
shipped along the nation’s western 
scaboard. This was when the “back 
door” route first came into its own. 


Today the “back door” route hauls 
approximately 3,285,000 tons of 
freight from this region to California 
annually. A similar quantity rumbles 
northward in the opposite direction. 


In 1929 Budd’s father Ralph Budd, 
then the Great Northern’s president, 
wrote Judge Robert W. Sawyer of the 
Bend Bulletin that passenger service 
on the interior route was a genuine 
possibility. The elder Budd notified 
Sawyer that he hoped “for the west- 
pound Empire Builder to leave Spo- 
kane at 11:15 p. m., switch off at 
Wishram at 7 a. m. and pass through 
Bend about noon, arriving in San 
Francisco the next morning at 8:30. 

The schedule between Wishram 
and San Francisco would have 
equalled the Southern Pacific time 
between Portland and San Francisco 
prevailing at that period. However, 
Wishram could not compare with 
Portland as a source of passenger 
business, and the plans never ma- 
terialized. 

A lone day coach sways from Wish- 
ram to Bend today at the end of a 
mixed train, but no passenger equip- 
ment clatters over the generously- 
ballasted track south of Bend. This 
was why ranchers, loggers and home- 
steaders watched with genuine curi- 
osity as the streamliner thrust to Bie- 
ber recently to commemorate the 
25th anniversary of service via the 
“back door” to California. 
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The First Great Northern passenger train into Bieber, Calif- 
ornia, on November 10, 1931 headed by engine 1717, 4-6-2, 
carrying the Great Northern “official family" to the Gold 
Spike celebration, - W. P. photo 


as a1 - sae . 
The Great Northern "official family" posed in front of engine 
1717 at the head of the first Great Northern passenger train 
into Bieber on November 10, 1931. Left to right: J. R. Davis, 
chief engineer, Ralph Budd, president, C. 0. Jenks, vice pres- 
ident, operations, J. H. O'Neill, manager western lines and 
Col. Frederick Mears, assistant chief engineer. G.N. photo 
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he Driving of the Gold Spike by Arthur Curtiss James at Bieber 
on November 10, 1931... W.P. photo 


The grandstand and Great Northern Special Train at Bieber for 
the Gold Spike Driving, November 10, 1931. 
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The first Western Pacific passenger train into Bieber, Calif- 
ornia, taken at Bieber, November 10, 1931, headed by engine 
207, 2-6-6-2. This was the first section of President Adams' 
Special which left San Francisco on November 9, 1931. 


W.P. photo 


The Western Pacific "Gold Spike Special" meets the Red River 
Lumber Company's "Prosperity Special" at Red River Junction 
on the morning of Tuesday, November 10, 1931. The "Prosper- 
ity Special" consisted of 171 cars with 5 locomotives as mot- 
ive power. The shipment comprised 4,275,000 board feet of 
Lumber obtained from 520 carloads of logs with a value of 
approximately $200,000. 
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Great Northern freight northbound out of Bieber, California, 
on November 12, 1931, headed by engine 3350, 2-8-2, with loads 
turned over by the Western Pacific... W. P. photo 





ine of the first Western Pacific freight trains over the North- 
mn California Extension headed by a 2-6-6-2 mallet. W.P. photo 
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. * Oe “nas 
Spokane, Portland & Seattle freight on the Oregon Trunk Ry 
near Moody, Oregon, at the mouth of the Deschutes River, 
The Deschutes River on the right and Columbia River in the 
background. The bridge in the background is the Uninn 
Pacific main line to Portland which runs along the south 
bank of the Columbia. G. N. photo taken in 1951. 


at) 


Spokane, Portland & Seattle freight train on the Oregon Trunk 
Railway with 109 cars northbound crossing crooked River bridge 


near mile post 126 between Terribonne and Opal City, Oregon, 
in April, 1951. G. N. photo. 


The Western Railroader @ Page Sixteen 








SEP 25 1956 


AILROADER | 


For the Western Railfan 


_—@ _ aS 


Issze #203 NEWS SUPPLEMENT September, 1956 
INSTON-JACKSON CASLE LINE ENDS SEPTEMBER 1 
fe il-st rims over tie outer end of tie Wosiin:ton- 
ison Srazch of San Francisco's Powell Stre xt cable 
ewere r n September lst to permit const: ction of 
ecvzs into Hyde Street for the new Jackson-Hyde 
Diring construction alternate Powell strset cars 
lin cack at ti.c Washir.~ton & Mason carbarn where a 
cou.cction will ve made. The short-trip cors will 
“a red and yellow dash sign. he Powell-Mason line 
Fisherman's Wharf is not affected. 
IFPORNIA WESTERN REBUILDS PASSENGER MOTOR #100 
konk" #190 has been rebuilt from the floor-un by the 
ifor..ia Western into = modern 44-passen-er unit and 
nw in service. Motor #230 is slated for re» -ilding 
mtly and during this period motor #02 wiic!: was given 
ey motor last ysar has seen m:ch service, Tie line 
sone "all-o:t" to provide first class equipment end 
fic: is an owtst-ndirg job. Cn Sunday, Augsst 19th, 
Ltco2 units were in service due to Nor-Cal's trip. 
1 WITS COLLIDE AT BRIDGE TERMINAL Two empty «nits 
enterins the term- 
(lL for the evenings rush collided A -:st .7th and tied- 
sorvice for several hoxzs. Unit 158 cideswiped unit 
fat the east entrance to th2 terminal cutting off the 
wer fox tne entire bridge. Wrecker 1011, «sing unit 
NM for tnird-rail power, was run over the brid<2 to 
lp mii the 153 free and re-rail the 114. No one wes 
iired, but Lots of suppers were cold...and tempers hot. 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC NOTES 


Following S.P. engines held for donations: 
T&NO 606 and S.P. 2381 - R&LHS movie project; 1238 
for City of Fresno, 1781 for County of Fresno, 180] 
for City of Globe, Ariz., 2303 City of El Centro, 
2533 City of Yuma, 2479 County of Santa Clara, 2463 
City of Woodburn, Ore., 2562 City of Chandler, Ariz : 
2718 City of Alturas, 2781 City of Salinas, 1233 cig m8i2© 
of Woodland, 4294 City of Sacramento, 2252 City of | CASET 
Roseville (donated August 11th). while | 

Engines 1233 and 2479 were vacated during July; t (SUMPT 
next batch will include 4505, 4510 and 4511--the fing MSHIN 
st 0-8-0's to be scrapped. 78395 5 

The Lark had coaches added to its consist August § and #1 
and now makes all stops Starlight does---Starlight MOUNT A 
schedule to be changed to just 15-minutes ahead of §Y°° ( 
Lark this fall with expectation that it will be anm the SI 
led during slack season. ainor’ 

Narrow gauge #9 arrived on a flat car at Bakersfieg tt! 
shops on July 31st and was scheduled out the end of § S°°¥?' 
August for return to Owenyo and stand-by service. so Pl; 

S.P. has shiffed its 16 FM "Trainmasters" from theg ™ th 
Rio Grande to the Coast Division. While in freight§ *% P¢ 
service now, it is expected they will take over the § "e8° 
commute runs when the rush is over. all-d 

The S.P. has filed an application to discontinue tig b4de 
"West Coast" night train between Sacramento and Los 
Angeles claiming losses of "$850,000 per year". 








































Th 

S.P. announced plans for an annex to its office in ._-¢ 
San Francisco costing several million dollars to be the 4 
2/3 the size of the present building. dahon 
FEATHER RIVER NOTES The Feather River Railway has § lhe ' 
been in the news with a trestle§ Like 

fire which closed the road. Labor troubles at the- § &@1 





lumber mill are blamed for the fire. Reconstruction %¥ ' 
of the bridge is now underway. 

The Feather River Lumber Company has purchased 
"all of the assets" of the Clover Valley Lumber Co. it The 
California including the lumber mill at Loyalton and §* ? 
logging operations. FRL will take over 12/31/56 and § ‘es 
has announced they will"continue in the same manner'..™ 5-B- 
---presumably continuing the rail operation, but there 
are rumors to the contrary. 

GREAT NORTHERN 1147 placed in Wenatchee city park.... 















SACRAMENTO NORTHERN OPENS BRIDGE The SN officially 
opened its Marysville-Yuba City bridge over the Feath- 
er River September 6th, but plans for electric operat- 
jon were delayed due to overhead parts being unavail- 
able due to the steel strike. 


NORTHWEST LOGGING NOTES The UNION RAILROAD OF OREGON 
is using a small home-made 
-Bengine powered with a truck engine. BIG CREEK & TEL- 
(CASET is using ex-ALMANOR RR #106, GE 28340, Dec. '46, 
while reparing 3-T Heisler as stand-by. OREGON LUMBER 
(SUMPTER VALLEY RR) has 3-T Shay #7 in standby. The 
WASHINGTON, IDAHO & MONTANA is using diesel #30, GE 
78395, Oct. '50, with #21, 2-8-0, Alco #40687, 1908 
and #1, 4-6-0, Alco #40884, 1906 as standby. The CRAIG 
MOUNTAIN RR has 44-ton diesel GE #12910, 1940 in ser- 
vice (former lettering Donovan, Lovering & Boyle). In 
the shops 3-T Heisler #6, Heisler 1574 was undergoing 
minor repairs and 2-T Heisler #3, Heisler 1364 was 
getting new flues. _ NEZPERCE RR has Plymouth #11 in 
service and received Detroit Harbor Terminals #17, ak- 
so Plymouth recently. Ex-Yreka Western #9 in set-out 
on the wye west of Nezperce. Simpson shay #1 donated 
as per issue #201 was Stmmson Lumber of Forrest Grove, 
Qregon. Simpson Logging at Sheldon, Washington, went 
all-diesel August 18 with a steam-powered excursion 
headed by engine #9--4 diesels were "dedicated". 


§.P. TO BUILD SPECIAL "PIGGYBACK" CARS 


The S.P. will build 150 special "Piggyback" cars at 
its Sacramento Shops using the patented system whereby 
the trailers ride on flanged dollies:attached to the 
widerside of the axles along the "I" beam of the car. 
The "cars" will be chiefly "I" beams on trucks much 
like logging cars. Some 800 semi-trailers will be 
equipped with dollies to ride on the new cars. The 
new 795 foot cars will be built starting early in '57. 


PLASTER CITY NARROW GAUGE GETS TWO MORE DIESELS 


The narrow guage line of the Portland Cement Company 
at Plaster City (on the SD&AE) has put two new G.E. 
diesels #1303 and #1403 in service. They are Class 
B-B-108-108 having horsepower of 500 (390 at draw bar). 
They will run m.u. alternating with the 75 tonner al- 
Tfeady in use. Some 90# rail is on order for relaying 
Se S miles of track. 5 new gons are in service. 

RHS of S.D. 
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